Antigen-induced lymphoblast transformation in the diagnosis of cow's milk allergic diseases in infancy and early childhood.
The in vitro lymphocyte stimulation of 17 milk-allergic and eight control children was carried out with beta-lactoglobulin, bovine serum albumin, bovine hair extract and phytohaemagglutinin. The blastic transformation was significant with at least one of the milk antigens in 15 of the patients, but only in one of the controls. In two clinical pictures, corresponding to milk allergy of Arthus type (Schönlein-Henoch purpura and Heiner pneumonitis), besides the high ratio of specific blastic transformation of the lymphocytes the cellular reaction to PHA was pathologically decreased. A significant correlation could be demonstrated between the degrees of blastic transformation to BSA and bovine hair extract.